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losing it. He believes th*t by mild 
treatment these people may be ipade 
useful to us, and nappy to themselves, 
'ihey have found the folly ot re- 
sistance, they aie used to live low, 
"Jacilem •Otclu per secula getitem." 
Let them live, and live conntortably ; 
they will not aspue highei ; they 
will be hands and leet to us. Indeed 
all orders and classes of society v\aiit 
reformation. If the money laid out on 
spacious buildings, cultivating fine 
gaidens and pleasure grounds, were 
some of It expended on cultivating 
the morals of tiie people, what a liappy 
harvest of blessings would it not pio- 
duce to the cultivators > • If the rich 
did not rnsult the poor by ttieir 
■wanton extravagance and not, the 
two orders of society would coa- 
lesce, and leligiousdistinctioiis would 
not be so vnuch as thought of " 

for the, Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

OBSERVATIONS WHICH OCCURRED DUR- 
ING A SHORT TOUR 

BUSINESS called me to Dublin 
lately. To a reflecting mmd, that 
ciiy presents many subjects for con. 
lemplation and reflection. Dublin has 
had its share of the bankruptcies, which 
have afflicted the empiie at laige, and 
the mutual inquiiy on two hiends 
ineetmg was commonly, what bank- 
ruptcies have appeared this moiiung? 
Merchants high and low, tanneis, 
hnielkeepers &c. &c filled the list. 
But few in accounting for the failures 
mounted up to the source, but at- 
tnbuled them to some local tau-,e, 
with which their limited spliere of 
knowledge bi ought them into ac 
quamtance. Some attributed them to 
lowering the duty on whiskey,' and 
th? consequent loss to the holders of 
whiskey and rum. With others an 
extension of the tanning tiade had 
originated all those disliessing evils. 
How the hotel keepers failed, 1 heaid 
no paUtcutar solution beyond the 
general one, I fear too common to 
others, bad management, inipiovident 
expenditure, and living above in- 
come, But to save the trouble of 
thinking, there was one sweeping 
cause assigned, on which many deem- 
ed themselves competent to decide, 
and by tlie aid of which they veiy 



comfortably thiew the blame oft 
themselves and their neighbours, aftd 
constituted an indefined charge. 'Hie 
union caused' all the mischief. If 
they were a<ked how the union ope- 
rated to pioduce such dismal effects, 
they were too much irritated by the 
presumed ignorance or insolence of 
the inquirer to think him woithy of 
an answer. But if they had deigned 
to enter into argument, perhaps 
the position would uol have been veiy 
tenable. Failures in England and also 
in other pails of Iieland, confessedly 
not injuied by the union, have not 
been less trequeut, Dublui may have 
lost Some of the demand foiai tides of 
luxury fi cm the iesa generid residence 
of the higher classes. But what then > 
Are those placed at the top of Buike's 
"Corinthian Ccipilal of polished so« 
ciety," the only or the chtef sup- 
poiteis of trade, or the wealth and 
piosperity of a nation? No. Not one 
of these lends a hand to help to lilt 
the overloaded waggon out of the 
mire, while the bulk of the people, 
instead of giving effectual assistance to 
extricate trade, are clamorous m'vainly, 
calling on Jupiter to lift the unwieldy 
machine out of tlie supposed gulph, 
■which the union has occasioned. 
But the call will be in vain. In many 
paits of li eland, we require to be 
fortified m habits of frugality, indu:- 
tiy, and an economical husbanding 
of oiiT resouices. 1 he fact is, the 
higher' classes of society looking only 
to themselves, and to their fancied 
imporldDce have spiead the doctrine, 
that they essentially support the 
pojver of a nati®n, and the bulk 
of the people have too indolently re- 
posed on the assertion, and gratu- 
itously adopted the eiior, the offopring 
of overweening conceit in liie first 
promulgators, and ciedulously adopted 
by- their letainers, and depeiioents, 
who as trades people and shop- 
keepers appear to profit by them. 
But Adam Smith has clearly demon- 
strated, that the weahh of a nation n 
not- to be estimated by the annual 
expenses of the luxuiious classes, 
but by the funds destined to support 
labour and encourage industry, or 
in other words, by the capital era* 
ployed in tradeandagricultuie. The 
nobleman who spends ^10,000 a year. 



1810.1 



Reinarks on Dublin. 



19 



<mly benefits the nation hy the pio- 
lit on tlie articles of Ins consumption, 
while the merchant or manufacturer 
wlio employs a like sum in trade, 
aftoWi Mnews to mdustiy. and re- 
HTves his capital to produce tutuie 
benefit in sucteeding yeais. The funds 
of kivurv are dNSipated, but the funds 
of industry leniam. 

But as I was dissatisfied with the 
reasons assigned as the cause of bank- 
ruptcies It IS fitting to give my theory, 
whicn I shall endeavour to do in a 
few words, and trace the causes which 
led to the bankiuptcies so generaV 
throughout Gieat Biitam and Ireland. 
The system of commercial warfare 
of which the decrees of Bonaparte 
and the British orders in council 
ioimed the most prominent parts, un- 
settlfrtl tiade, and forced capital out 
of i,ts usual channels. The enterpnze 
of merchants turned this capital into 
hazardous sp'^culation, and caused 
tiade to leseinble the cast of a die, 
or the revolution ot the lottery wheel. 
In the beginning prizes turned up in 
the lottery of speculation. Thus en- 
couraged, the adventuieis went on; 
latterly blanks have mostly suc- 
ceeded; or in plain language", at the 
beginning articles of importation most- 
ly rose, and conseiiueiuly purchaser^ 
gained; aud Idlteily by the partial 
and occasional uncertain supplies re- 
ceived fl-om the Baltic and America, 
merchandize lapidly tell in value to 
the loss of tlie holdeis. An over- 
extended issue of paper cuirency 
gave increased facility to this spirit 
of speculation. To these causes we 
may add an increased evpendituie 
imsuppoited by adequate profits, and 
an unwl^lnglle^stoaccommo(late them- 
selves to the pressure and difficulties 
of the times. Those conjoint causes 
will piobably account tor the nu- 
merous insolvencies on general prin^ 
clplje , and give a clue which if 
followed up, will bring out ot the la- 
byrinth, and lead bac k to sound com- 
inereial poljcy, by retracing the eiror->, 
whom have 'produced the piesent 
alarming and almost unexampled dlf- 
liculties, to yciiicli the mercantile 
world has been exposed. 

Betoie I dismbs this sketch of Dub- 
lin, let me allude to the disgusting 
scenes of drunkenness so shamefully 



prevalent among the poorer classes. 
Wilking thiough the stieets in an 
evening, particulaily on a Saturday, 
the spectacles of wretchedness and 
intoxication were so frequently to be 
met, as to ia»e mournful reflections 
on the depraved state ot manners, 
and that shamelessness whicR charac- 
teiized many females, 
" Wliose tatteied gai me nts spoke a varied 
wietehetliiess." 

In passing through Bishop street, I 
heard one of them expiess in a signt* 
licant and appiopiiate slang, chaiac- 
teiistic of Dublin' manners in the lower 
daises, addresing herself to one of 
hei miserable companions, "Sure' 
I have been on the batter since last 
night." Her countenance bore the 
blazing maiks of intemperance and 
not, " the human tape divine," was 
disfigured, and her mind utlei ly per- 
veited, altogether exhibiting a miser- 
able spectacle, and a peisonification of 
vice in Its most hideous form, Such 
exhibitions aie lamentably frequent; I 
never saw them more common iuDublm. 

Some of the old trading streets 
struck me as in a state of great: 
decay ,s but trade has moved to the 
ea-iiward, and Westmoreiani Streett 
Cohegegreen, Giatton-street, &g. 
surpass the former splendor ot Bride, 
street. Skinner row, &c. uow rapidly 
declining. 

I proceeded through some parts of 
the couniiy in Leinster, and here 
also 1 had food for contemplation. 
1 did not go merely to see the lace 
of the country, and therefoie 1 leave 
to others, a description of the beauties 
which It presented, 1 looked more to 
the cabins ot the poor than to the 
vaunted improvements of the rich. 1 con- 
fess I am noi disposed to view with ad- 
miiatioi) those cusily displays of wealth 
which are sometimes misnamed the 
beauties of nature, but in my 
view the) sc«icely-deseive that name; 
for a showy plantation of ieeei is as 
much an effoit of art, as a modern 
costly edifice. Some of my compa- 
nions went to view an extensive <lf« 
mesne of this kind, and were highly 
delighted with tbescenery. 1 brought 
back my recollection to the owner, 
a man now dead, who returned 
some years ago loaded with spoils 
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and enriched by his artifices as a 
cominiSbary. He retuins to \\\% na- 
tive country, purchases all the land 
he can find on sile m his vicinity, 
and thus vests the produce of all the 
blood and sinews ne has been the 
means of wasting, and like a second 
William Rufus on a small scale dt ives 
^if the poor from the cottages to 
make way for his improvements. 
Yet those' who call themselves the 
lovers of nature and simplicity de- 
light ih those prospects without carry- 
ing their minds back to their origin. 

"Heie's the «mell of blosd still- all 
the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten 
It." Shakespear. 

There is something more interest- 
ing to the fncnd of philanthropy to 
behold the cottages of the poor, even 
though to a fastidious eje theyshould 
appear mean, and bedeficientin neatness 
jather than the ostentatious splendor 
which IS too frequently purchased by 
dispossessing the poor of those habita- 
tions, which though not picturesque or 
fitting to show as a picture, are never- 
theless necessary for their accom- 
modation. 

"The man of wealth and pride, 

Tiafcesup aspaoe,thatiiianvpoorsupply'd, 
Space for his lake, his paik'i, ext,ended 

bounds, 
Space for tiis horses, eqaipage and 
hounds." 

In the couise of my tour I have seen 
gentlemen's feats so ciosely placed 
togethci , that not a, cabin was to be 
seen for a considerable distance at 
which to inquire the road. In my view 
there is in such a state of a countiy a 
inoial de'oriniiy wnich no beauty of 
prospect can compensate. Some years 
ago, after traversing the bleak hills 
near Bushmills in the county of Anti im, 
1 shortly afterwards passed thinugh 
the rich country of Meath, decorated 
by grand seats and emtiellished by 
art. 1 contiasted the situation of the 
two countries. Ot Meath 1 might say 
ill the language ot Goldsmith, 
" Small IS the bliss, that sense alone be- 
stows, 
III florid beauty, groves and fields ap- 
peal , 
MansetnUs the only growth, thatdwmdies 
here." 

While the hardy, and comparatively 
inilepeiideiit peasantry of Antrim, with 
it iuore bacreu soil, and a bleak si- 



tuation, enjoyed many comforts of 
which the misei able cottager of Meath 
had no notion. The one ouined straw, 
as a poor substitute for tuel, while 
his mountains afforded tuif to the 
inoie independent little farmer of 
Ulster. The one was labourer to a 
great man, and the other had a small 
idrm, by which he supported his 
family, and it by such a mode of 
pai ceiling out land, he did not make 
the utmost farthing of his giound, 
he at least had more comfort. Like 
the Swiss, he had valuable enjoyments. 
" Yet stiil, even here, content can spread 

a charm, 
Kedress the clime, and all its rage disarm. 
Though poor the peasant's hut, his feasts 

though small. 
He sees his little lot, the lot of all. 
But calm, and bred in ignoiaiice and toil. 
Each wish contracting tits him to the soil, 
Cheartul at mom he wakes fiom short le- 

pose. 
Breathes the keen air, and carols as he 

goes; 

At ntght letuining:, every l<ibonr sped. 
He sits hm> down the monaich ot a shed, 
Smilss by his cheeilul fire, and round sur- 
veys 
Hi5 childien's looks, that biighten at the 

blaze : 
While his lov'd partner boastful of her 

hoard. 
Displays the cleanly platter on theboard." 

buch a sight has moie cliarms m 
my eyes, than the uchest, or most 
highly ornamented demesne I have 
ever beheld. 1 have sometimes in- 
quired into the cause of this fondness for 
prospect, and I allnbnled it to the love 
for pleasuie very common in the ) oulh- 
<ul mind. I do not wish altogetfier to 
lepress this fondness for pleasure, 
but It IS necessary to keep it within 
bounds, that we may not be earned 
away by it. Without being a cynic 
It may be allowed to preach up a 
model ation in the cruise after pleasure, 
lest the very object m view be missed, 
and by lalhng into the erior noticed by 
Young, disappointment finally suc- 
ceed to a too highly laised ex- 
jjectation of pleasure, 

•' Self-flattered, inexperienced, high in 

hope. 
When young with sanguine cheer, and 

stieam^s gay. 
We rut our cable, launch into the world. 
And fondly d'eam each wjnd and star our 

Irieud," 
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Let us accustom ourselves accurate- 
ly to examine into-tbe causes of our 
«en«ations, and before we sutfer our- 
nrlves to be earned away by our 
first impressions, let us see if the things 
wc admire, are really worth what they 
cost. Habits of reflection eai ly adopte<l, 
drid uniformly recurred to, strengthen 
the ifimd, and enable it to foim a 
judgment with precision. 

My view is not to give a regular 
«ssay, or a studied account of a tour. 
Jf [ succeed in conveying an im- 
pression of my feelings duimg my 
(ate journey, and atford some materiils 
to assist thouglit in leflecling muu'si 
iny object is answered. K. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

A GENERAI, AND COMPARATIVE VIEW 
OF INSTITUTIONS, OR SCHOOJ S TOR 
THE REUEF or TH^ INDUSTBIOVS 
BLIND. 

LIVERPOOL. 

Instituted as an Asvlum, 1791, opened as 

a School, 1800. 

PUPlf.S. 

T/tezV number v,hen (idmilted, Ifc. 

Boarders or not,SfC. 

SEVENTY-EIGHT, generally ex- 
ceed seventy, and aie to be in- 
creased to one hundred, more males 
than females. Since the commence- 
ment in 1791, two hiindiedandiorty 
one persons have been received. 

Jge ..Admitted at twelve, and not 
after forty five (except musical pupils 
who may be taken in at eight, dnd 
above forty Hve, if Ihey have received 
any pievious instnictuin) are prelened 
between twelve a.id eighteen. 

Not dieted, or lodged, but will be 
when the new buildings shall be com- 
pleted. Have some aUow.»ice of pro- 
visions, and receive weekly money 
or wages, part of whu h m general is 
paid by friends or parishes. 

A few supported entirely by their 
friends, are allowed to avail them- 
selves of the benefits of the institution. 

Hours of working, from siK, moining 
jn summer, and eight o'clock in 
winter, till .six in summer, and five 
in vk inter, vi;, two hours being allow- 
ed for meals. 

Trades, Manufactures., Machinery. 

Spinning, hamper and basket making, 
Vlattiog of sash line, and window cord, 



weaving of worsted rugs, for hearths 
and carnages, aqd floorcloths, sacking, 
making sacks, list shoes, Foot-beais, 
points and gaskets fro;n old ropes; 
sheeting, huckaback, tea-iugs, taried 
and iintaired lobby cloths. 

Music... KnA to tune, quilI, string 
and repair instruments, also to teach 
rausic, viz, OD the bigan and harpsi- 
chord (other inslniinent would rather 
tend to induce vagrant habits.) 

Machinery ..Besiaes looms and spin- 
ning wheeU, a peculiar platting machine, 
and weaving geers for lobby cloths. 

Most of the trades can be learned 
in two or three years, ami several 
of them by the same peison. 
Incmne, Funds, and raieqf Contribution 
1807. =/■. ,. rf" 

Annual subscriptions IU80 9 

Donations and benefactions 686 1 
Leijacieb . , . 514 1 () 
Fount! in pooi-boves 218 11 8| 

Allowances ft om paiishes 419 10 7 
Interest on public securities 

and money in bank 152 13 IJ 

Gross product of goods manu- 

fai-toiedand sold 1372 2 5 

Arrears and debts . . 224 19 5j. 

4599 13 1 
Balance on hand, at the J 
end of last year 

ag7io2 11 llf 
Gross value of goods manii ~ 

factured, kold, and unsold 1542 19 i 
Possess =£2000 stock, three pei cents. 
H.ateofcoittitbiilions.„Sa\i^cf\pti6ns(mia 
oiif to three jruineas, many half a guinea 
or less. Donatipnsfew atjove ^100. Le- 
gacies, many veiy laisi, as jfilOOO. 
Fjrperiditurf. 

m?. ^. s. d. 

For new buildings , 1596 1 6 

Wa»es to pupils and teachers 832 2 5 
Six inqsic u'asters, repaiiing 

instruments, music, &c. 151 5 5 
Provisions for the pupils, and 

used Ml the house ' 653 10 4 

Raw mateiials . . ^79 10 II* 

lyiachineiy . . . M46 1 

Rewaids to pupils . . J2I 1 ]|i 

Articles for their use . 37 4 2 

Salaries . . . 135 18 
Coals.candlcs, printing', ad- ■) 

veitiziiiff, stamps, books, C Hi 10 9f 

porterage, callage, &c. J 

4940 6 i>§ 

Balance on hand 215(> 5 4 

;e7102 II 11| 

Officers, Teachers, <li<;. 

A superiiiiendant at oile hundred 

guineas per annum. Ills wife au<| 
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